SCHOPENHAUER
and less touches only the phenomenon, that is, the visibility, the objectivation. A higher degree of this is in the plant than in the stone, in the animal than in the plant, and so forth; but the Will that is the essence of all is untouched by degree, as it is beyond plurality, space and time, and the relation of cause and effect.
The answer to the question here raised is given in Schopenhauer's interpretation of the Platonic Ideas.   These he regards as stages of objectivation of the Will.    They are, as Plato called them, eternal  forms  related   to   particular   things   as models.   The lowest stage of objectivation of the Will is represented by the forces of inorganic nature.    Some of these, such as weight and impenetrability, appear in  all matter.    Some  are divided among its .different kinds, as rigidity, fluidity, elasticity, electricity, magnetism, chemical  properties.    They  are  not  subject   to   the relation of cause and effect, but are presupposed by it.   A force is neither cause of an effect nor effect of a cause.   Philosophically, it is immediate objectivity of the will; in etiology, qualitas occulta.   At the lowest stages of objectivation, there is no individuality.    This does not appear in inorganic things, nor even in merely organic or vegetative life, but only as we ascend the scale
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